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What is Your Opinion on the Issue ?
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 esterday, I read the sorrowful news on the  
  Internet. It said that there was a 4-year-old  
  girl who was randomly killed on a bus-
tling street while her mother was right in front of 
her. The criminal killed the little girl in execution 
style by beheading her. 

 his news undoubtedly created a fuss,   
  making Taiwanese feel angry but also   
  making us think about why murderers 
commit crimes. “If there is a man who kills other 
people randomly, should we make laws against 
people who lose their heads? Alternatively, the 
solution to prevent the tragedy from happening 
again could come from the basics, education and 
family.” After the accident, the heartbroken 
mother accepted the journalists’ interview. She 
hopes the public will not focus on whether the 
criminal will be condemned to death or not, but 
instead think about how to improve our environ-
ment and education.

 completely agree with the mother’s words. In fact, my first thought after reading the news  
  is “God, please let the criminal get the same punishment as what he did to the little girl.” I  
  am not the only one who thinks this way, Taiwanese society is not considering whether the 
death sentence should be forbidden or kept. However, the great mother appeals to the public to see 
the root of the problem instead of paying attention to the criminal’s fate. Therefore, the important 
issue is to seek the cause instead of determining the sentence. These past few years, murder cases 
in Taiwan are happening more frequently than before. Is there anything wrong with our society or 
education? If so, the public should take the responsibility to improve our environment, and fill our 
surroundings with love.

 n my opinion, the key to spreading love throughout the world is to care. Nowadays, people  
  only care about themselves and if things are not related to them, they choose to ignore  
  important issues. Are these issues really not their business? If we keep ignoring tragedy, 
the tragedy will burn like fire and spread widely and quickly. To prevent the world from becoming 
dark and merciless, please start to care about people around us and spread our love and positive 
thoughts. Let the world be warm not burnt.

黃瑋涵



Mind control

H ave you ever felt that everything is out of  
  control and your heart is like a wild horse?  
  Yes, that is exactly how I feel every morn-
ing when I wake up in a bad mood.

 bout seven or eight years ago, I went to see  
  a doctor because I had serious headache for  
  a very long time. The doctor asked me to do 
a series of nerve examinations. The process was 
killing me. The nurses first put something like wires 
on my head and electrified them. The result of exam-
ination showed that there was something wrong with 
my brainwave. The doctor started to worry there 
might be a brain tumor in my head, so he made me do 
the nuclear magnetic resonance. However, the scan 
was clear. After weeks of torture, I was told that I have 
"Anxiety Disorder" for some unknown reasons.

 f I want to be cured, I have to defeat the  
  demons of my mind. I was totally terrified. I  
  didn't even know why I have anxiety disor-
der or the reasons that caused it. The only thing I 
wanted to do at that time was to tear apart my medical 
certificate and threw all the pain killers away. Of 
course I didn't do it because I was still in shock. The 
doctor told me I should learn to "control my emo-
tions" and seek some good ways to relax myself, those 
two important things were good for my mental status. 
Therefore, I stepped on the journey of "mind control".
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 irst, I started to learn to hold back all my feelings. I didn't let other people sense  
  my emotions anymore. If I had sunk into despair, I smiled so everybody thought  
  I was totally fine. I literally became a stone that wouldn't show any of my inside 
feelings. Eventually, my heart couldn't feel anything at all. Second, I started to ignore the 
people around me and didn't care about everything in this world. I wasn't that interested in 
this world like I used to be. I became a doll without a soul. At the end, I was nearly broken 
down. I was like driftwood floating upon the endless sea waiting to be swallowed.

 few months after, I went to see the doctor because I gradually became very sensi 
  tive to lots of things. Rain and fallen leaves would make me cry easily. I tended  
  to over-explain other people's behaviors and had lots of negative thoughts. 
People's few words would drag me into a circle of deep thoughts about committing suicide.

 hen I was living in great suffering and going to do something stupid, my English  
  teacher came and saved my hopeless soul. She gave me comfort and accompa  
  nied me all along when I was trying to figure out what lead to my anxiety disor-
der. With her help, I slowly accepted the truth that everyone has their own weakness and 
sometimes they do need other people to help them get through their hard time. The 
unknown fear, sorrow and anxiety from the bottom of my heart is one of my weaknesses. I 
just have to learn to get used to them and try to find the true peace in my mind, and then I 
can achieve the final goal of "mind control."

 ne day, I finally found out that it was because of my family situation that lead to  
  my mental illness. Of course there were some other reasons that caused it, but the  
  main reason definitely came from my family. However, I didn't spend too much 
time crying about it because I've already learned to let go. I tried to not pay too much atten-
tion to what people say about me and learned to be who I really am. I’m stronger than the 
old me and now feel proud of myself.

 ike the lead singer of Guns N' Roses said "Life sucks, but in a beautiful way." I've  
  had a really hard time and tried my best to overcome it. Now, my condition is   
  getting better day by day. I started to set my future goals and hope one day I can 
make it through. I'm still seeking the "real peace" in my mind and true meanings of my life. 
I'm looking forward to that one day when I can fulfill my self-worth and learn to control my 
mind.

F

A
W

O

L



We Need Real bookstore !

  hen was the last time you visited a real book  

  store? If you have not been to a bookstore, you 

better go there as soon as possible because they will 

disappear in the near future. According to the United 

Daily News, there are several real bookshops in 

Pingtung closing because nobody goes there; therefore, 

the owners have a difficult financial problem. Yi-Zhen 

Fu, Associate Professor of NTC, says,” Though the 

Internet is highly developed. There is requirement for 

real bookstores in the city.” Therefore, their existence is 

necessary.

 

W

  here are three reasons that we need real book  

  stores. First, people can buy books and enjoy 

reading immediately. You do not have to wait for your 

books which are bought from online bookshops to arrive 

at your home. You can just read the books at the store 

and buy them right at that moment. Moreover, you can 

have a relaxing afternoon in the real bookstores while 

reading or even drinking a cup of coffee. 

T

  econd, people can see and touch the actual   

  items (whole books), while you can only see 

pictures online. In addition, you can be very sure that you 

like or are interested in the books when you buy them. 

Moreover, if the book is damaged, you can tell the staff 

directly and solve the problem. Alternatively, you have 

to send your damaged book to the company and make 

several phone call or emails if you buy books on the 

Internet. 
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  inally, I understand why people usually buy   

  books online. Books sold on the Internet are 

much cheaper than in the real bookstores. It is also very 

convenient because you do not have to go outside and 

you have more book choices on the Internet. However, 

you can choose the book you prefer, as it is newer and 

clearer in the store. You can check the books precisely. 

For example, you can realize the style, content, and 

form of the book. The most important thing is that you 

can enjoy the atmosphere of real bookshops. 

  o sum up, you can touch the physical books in  

  person and read them as you please. Emily 

Powell is convinced that people still like physical books 

and enjoy reading. We need real bookstores in our daily 

lives and should go to these stores or they will become a 

thing of the past.
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Companies Should Hire 

More People With Disabilities

   magine going to the checkout counter at the  
  grocery store, and then you find the clerk  
  walk wobbly and cannot walk well. How 
will you react? Will you question how that person got 
such a job? There was a Canadian teenager with 
Autism who recently got his dream job, becoming a 
barista. His boss worked intensively with him, helping 
him to get used to making eye contact with customers. 
Due to his jerky movement from Autism, together 
they came up with an idea to dance while making 
drinks. Gradually, he was able to focus on the routines 
and did his best at work. However, according to a 
report published by A.J Drexel Autism Institute in the 
US, it showed that two-thirds of young people with 
Autism have neither a job nor educational plans 
during the first two years after high school. People 
with Autism, as well as other disabilities, have had a 
hard time getting job. It is time for people to take this 
issue seriously, in Taiwan as well.
 

  eople often think this issue is handled very  
  well. While the Taiwan government will  
  offer some public employment 
opportunities for people with disabilities, it is still not 
right to just leave the problems to these authority 
figures. Furthermore, people with disabilities deserve 
more job choices than what they could offer. Some 
people with disabilities cannot move fast; some might 
have difficulties understanding instructions; some 
might have little interest in interacting with people or 
some might get nervous easily. Therefore, they are 
likely to perform not so perfectly, but it does not mean 
they cannot do their job. With some support and 
understanding, they will succeed in their position. An 
ultimate goal for several companies is to make as 
much money as possible. People who care about 
making profit might think people with disabilities will 
cause so many problems, which will affect the 
financial growth of the company.  

  evertheless, excluding those people who  
  just need a little bit of extra help is not what  
  society should do. People with disabilities 
are a part of the society as well. If people are willing 
to offer their hand and show kindness, those with 
disabilities can become contributing members of the 
society.

  eople with disabilities should be given more  
  job choices and be included. If they all get a  
  chance to show their talents, the world we 
live in will definitely become better. We need more 
people making efforts, just like what the boss of the 
teenager with Autism did, make it happen. 

For more information about the story of the 
teenager with Autism and his boss, go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaRqqVDAaQo
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Smoking Ban Issue

  o you smoke? Will you be upset if smoking bans become more common? As a non-smoker, I strongly  
  agree with the rules. Smoking bans will not only protect those who want to avoid second hand smoke  
  but also improve the air quality.

  ecently, there is more and more research that shows that even we though we don't smoke; the    
  second-hand smoke is still harmful to our health. Others claim that the third-hand smoke would also  
  affect children’s brain and emotions. If people can smoke anywhere, non-smokers will suffer from it. 
We might likely get sick or worse, lung cancer. What if children and pregnant women are influenced by the 
second or third hand smoke? They are weaker than adults and rules should be set to defend their rights.
     

D
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   hus, we can tell that the air quality is becoming worse than before. There surely are natural causes, but  
  smoke also makes us breathe unhealthy air. In order to refresh our air, smoking bans are necessary to  
  provide people a better life. When smokers can only smoke in some particular places, we might be able 
to have higher air quality around us. Moreover, when smoking bans become more common, some smokers might 
think smoking causes lots of trouble. They might try to quit this bad habit.

  e hope our kids can grow up in a friendly environment. As smoking bans get stricter, non-smokers can  
  roam anywhere without concerns. We will be able to breathe freely and the air will be nicer, clearer,  
  and more suitable for humans. Therefore, why not support the smoking bans to give us a much better 
life?
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Judge It or Not

  journalist, a job that makes people  
  think of freedom when writing   
  about social issues has become a 
monster. Several years ago, there was a 
lawsuit about the balance between free jour-
nalism and privacy rights. This made people 
begin to consider if we need powerful 
articles to appeal something we do not 
know. In this essay, I want to mention my 
viewpoint about low-level journalism. 

 irst of all, I will consider “the feel 
  ing” issue. Journalists around the  
  world like to ask a question, “What 
is your feeling?” It always makes the news 
become an embarrassing thing. For exam-
ple, every time I watch news about an acci-
dent, the reporters always like to ask the 
victims about their feelings. It is very bad 
timing to ask that question. It would make 
victims feel worse to face the misery. I think 
that the reporters lack compassion while 
they are interviewing.

 econdly, there is the aspect of   
  gossip. In Taiwanese news, gossip  
  about somebody who does not 
really matter can be reported for more than 
a week. For example, the singer Selina 
broke up with her boyfriend and this case 
was reported for a whole week. What did the 
reporters do to accomplish this? They inter-
viewed everyone in the entertainment 
industry, and then cut the video into seg-
ments to play on the news every day. I think 
that the reporters seem to ignore something 
more important, such as politics or good 
deeds.
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 inally, I want to mention the “gap”  
  issue. In Taiwanese Internet news,  
  the titles and contexts have a gap. 
The reporters use this method to attract 
readers. The titles, which are composed of 
confusing words, are only a part of the truth. 
For example, I saw a news title about a blue 
movie joke called, “Japanese entertainment 
TV shows have so much fun; the girl sucks a 
stick thing in her throat.” In addition, it 
always adds a pixelization picture with the 
article. However, the true context is that the 
girl is asked to eat as much as she can in a 
limited time, and the bread is the shape of a 
stick. It is a nasty way to catch the eyes of 
the audience. I think that this misleading 
behavior does not fit the principle of journal-
ism ethics. 

 omeone may say that the reporters  
  make the news become interest 
  ing. I can understand their 
thoughts, but it is really not a good way to 
make newsworthiness. The journalists use 
their power to write confusing news, and 
claim that they have the right to know public 
figure’s privacy and spread it around. This 
behavior would make society become 
blurred from something that really matters, 
such as the government’s decision, global 
issues and good deeds. That’s what really 
matters. We do not need gossip and scandal 
all the time. 
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Animals 
Shouldn’t Be Used For Research

  owadays people’s awareness for the   
  protection of animals is growing. There  
  are many laws made for protecting 
animals now. Yet, do you know that there are still 
some animal experiments progressing? Animal 
testing was started by the Greeks in the 2nd and 4th 
centuries, and they were regarded as an experimen-
tal method of testing surgical procedures before 
applying them to human patients at that time. How-
ever, the issue of animal testing now has become 
popular and controversial. As for my opinion, I do 
not agree with the behavior of animal research. My 
two reasons to support my perspective are the value 
of life and the effectiveness of experiments.
  

N

  nimal testing is cruel and doesn’t respect  
  the value of life. In this world, humans   
  and animals are living together; specifi-
cally, animals had lived on the earth for more centu-
ries than people. Everyone including humans and 
animals should have a right to survive because we 
all are members on this earth. However, why can 
people easily decide animal’s fates and take them 
away lightly. To debate it, some people will claim 
that people are not equal with animals; despite the 
fact that we are not equal, we still cannot end 
animals’ lives. Imagine if we are in an operation, we 
must feel scared and restless; similarly, animals do 
feel the same, and not to mention, they will die 
without knowing the truth. It’s ironic that when 
people recover from diseases but animals have to 
face their death.

A   lthough it is necessary for people to do experi 
  ments and develop treatment for humans,   
  animals are still innocent. People use animals 
to test rather than use themselves. Some scientists strug-
gle when they use cubs instead of mature animals; 
nevertheless, why we don’t use infants. Most important-
ly, when we find new medicine from animals is only 
helping us not applied to animals. In addition, animals’ 
bodies and genetic structures are not completely identi-
cal to humans. Some research results have proven that 
some chemical reflections happening in animals are 
effective, while they do not work on people simultane-
ously. Some medicine may present normality on 
animals, yet produce an allergy or side effects on 
humans. Therefore, the effectiveness of animal experi-
ments is doubtful because people are still doing research 
on animals not themselves. 
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  strongly refuse the behavior of animal   
  tests because it is not only disrespectful to  
  the value of life, but also caused too much 
sacrifice on animals. Hence, animal research is not 
the solution for testing new treatments for human. I 
think that people can develop another way to study 
new treatments without hurting any life.
 

  believe that the behavior of animal exper 
  iments will be reduced in the future  
  because people’s awareness for the 
protection of animals is growing. In the future our 
technology will keep improving and I have faith 
that people can find a new method to replace animal 
research. Sacrificing animals is not humane, and 
humans are the creatures full of mercy; therefore, I 
have confidence to find a way to save animals from 
being killed. 
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Should the Death Penalty 
Exist or be Abolished?

  apital punishment is a controversial   

  issue in my country, and it has lead to a  

  huge problem such as the safety of soci-

ety and a rising crime rate. Hence, I will focus on 

whether capital punishment should exist or not, 

and on what it brings to our society.

  ome people think that capital punish 

  ment should be abolished because they   

  advocate that people have the right to 

survive, no matter who they are, even though they 

are murderers. Those people consider that the 

death penalty is a brute means to people and send-

ing those bad guys to jail is a better way to solve 

this problem. However, how about those victims 

and their families? They are innocent, so why can 

murderers just go to prison instead of being 

executed. 
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  lternatively, if the victims are one of  

  those who advocate abolishing the  

  death penalty, what will they do? Will 

they still stick to their opinion? When I watched 

the news, I always see some people saying that 

even the killers have rights, so we can’t shoot 

them and over focus on whether the killer should 

die or not.  Of course, people have the right to 

survive, but when they kill people, I think they 

lose this right, how can they take away someone’s 

life easily and think their behavior is like a normal 

human?

  herefore, I strongly agree with capital  

  punishment for every life is a treasure,  

  no one should regard it as garbage.  In 

addition, I suggest that those who hope to get rid 

of the death penalty to think carefully, they should 

consider that if the victims are their family mem-

bers, will they still stick to their opinion? Do not 

just be an outsider, if they cannot understand how 

painful those victims feel, they should think care-

fully when they say every person has right to live. 

It is really not fair to those innocent people who 

were killed by some brutes.   
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The Permanent Harm

  “Nuclear –free Homeland” is one of the  
  Taiwanese policies. Nuclear power is  
  controversial nowadays. It is an alterna-
tive power which is used by many countries; how-
ever, it has lots of risks that will cause us long, 
even permanent harm. Therefore, I think we 
should not rely on nuclear power.

   here are some disadvantages that nucle 
  ar power has. First, nuclear power can  
  be a deadly weapon that will cause war. 
In World War II, the United States dropped two 
bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima in Japan. This 
weapon killed almost twenty thousand people at 
that time. Furthermore, the remaining radiation 
made people get cancer and give birth to disabled 
or deformed babies. The environment also 
became too harsh for people to live in. It took a lot 
of time to get this area back to normal. This shows 
that nuclear power has risks and can cause 
damage.
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  econd, there is still not an effective way to dispose  
  of nuclear waste. Generally speaking, most coun  
  tries dispose of waste in two ways: temporary store 
up and permanent bury. However, this waste will not disap-
pear. It will stay there with high radiation levels that endanger 
the people, animals and the environment near the area. It is 
very scary when you find yourself exposed to the radiation 
and you are not aware of that. Maybe you will not understand 
why you will die.

  ome people say that nuclear power still has advan  
  tages. They say that nuclear power will not cause   
  air pollution and it will not make global warming 
worse. However, the radioactive contamination is more 
dangerous than other kinds of pollution. Although nuclear 
power is a good alternative power source that is inexhaust-
ible, it still has particular risks, and we may not be aware of 
the danger. If we want to have a wonderful future without 
long-term harm, we should figure out the way to dispose of 
nuclear waste or find another alternative power source to 
improve our quality of life.
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  eople cannot choose the way they die.  
  For some people who are very sick, lying  
  in bed with life supporting equipment is 
the way they live in the last stage of their lives. 
This is cruel for a conscious human, having no 
ability to live on their own.

  would never want to live like that, lying  
  in bed and relying on others’ help. For  
  me, it is better to die earlier than live in 
an abnormal and unnatural way. I think euthanasia 
for humans should be legalized in Taiwan. Patients 
should have rights to die tenderly and painlessly. If 
euthanasia for humans is legalized, patients who 
cannot recover can benefit from it. They will have 
the opportunity to decide on a more humanized 
way of dying. This can also save on medical 
resources as well so doctors can cure the patients 
who are really in need of medical resources 
instead of curing someone who cannot be cured.

  or instance, if euthanasia for humans is  
  legalized, doctors could have the right to  
  decide which patients can receive the 
correct medical resources without fearing to break 
the law by rejecting some dying patients while 
using those medical resources.

  uthanasia for humans also helps people  
  appreciate the value of live. When   
  people realize they can end their lives 
through euthanasia, they will appreciate the time 
they live at every moment. Therefore, euthanasia 
will make people start to think what lives are for. 

  uthanasia for humans should be legalized  
  in Taiwan. People should have the right  
  to die in the way they wish when they are 
prepared for it. We should have the freedom to live 
our own lives including the way we say goodbye 
to the world.

Euthanasia for Humans 
Should be Legalized in Taiwan
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The Truth 
About Child Marriage

  an you imagine that there are many underage  
  girls who have already married and given  
  birth to their babies around the world? The 
ICRW statistics show that this situation has happened 
in some developing countries, especially Africa. I think 
that child marriage is a tragedy to those innocent girls. 
Therefore, I will focus on how poverty and lack of 
education causes child marriage, and what dangers 
may occur in child marriages.

  oney is not always power, but sometimes we  
  cannot do things without money.  That is  
  why poverty is one of the reasons that keeps 
the child marriage trade so widespread. The younger 
girls earn a higher bride price, which means that their 
parents may sell them before they grow up to gain a 
bunch of money and solve financial problems or make 
a fortune. In addition, engagement is also a way out to 
get a betroth price early before they reach the legal age 
to marry, and they can avoid the lawsuit from forcing 
minor aged girls to get married. Some parents say that 
they have no choice but to market the daughters to 
improve their poor lives; however, I cannot agree with 
these thoughts because women’s productive forces are 
usually undervalued. If the countries are willing to give 
women a hand to hold economic empowerment, then 
the poverty rates will be reduced and the situation of 
underage bride trades must be stopped. 
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  ome people think that education will impede wom 
  en’s duties to focus on raising children and taking  
  care of families because their attention is on study-
ing instead of being a wife and a mother. Consequently, the 
stress from society has compelled young girls to drop out of 
school and marry. Then, those uneducated young mothers 
will be obliged to the same routine to demand their adoles-
cent girls to give up the rights to school and enter into mar-
riage. Due to a lack of education, they hardly have opportuni-
ties to earn more income and are vulnerable to lose the finan-
cial support if their spouses pass away, abandon or divorce 
them. This vicious circle keeps repeating itself and those 
uneducated women also have played the same role of victims 
over generations. As a result, lacking an education will influ-
ence the child marriage to be more prevalent.  

  ortality rates and domestic violence are two major  
  risks in child marriage. Generally speaking, girls’  
  physical conditions are not fully developed and 
will not mature until puberty. Therefore, the law seriously 
forbids anyone to have sex with underage girls, and allow for 
single girls to get pregnant. Nevertheless, there are still many 
parents who neglect the law and force underage girls to 
marry. This situation brings out some unlucky people who 
cannot survive labor and the babies will not have any chance 
to see the world. Even though some people are fortunate to 
escape death, it does not mean that they will not be confront-
ed with domestic violence. Owing to lower status and power-
lessness in the family, they often become their husbands’ 
punching bags; moreover, they do not have appropriate ways 
to search for help and have to live under the threatening 
circumstances. Therefore, decreasing child marriage is an 
inevitable action to protect more young lives from tragedy. 

  o sum up, child marriage is composed of many   
  factors like poverty, lack of education and some of  
  the previously mentioned dangers. None of them 
will disappear, but once we care about this issue, then I 
believe that this problem will be solved. 
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The 
last word

   e positive and outgoing” said grandpa. I never thought this would be the last words he gave me. It was a   
  casual morning; my mom and I were sitting in the living room, talking happily about daily life. Suddenly, 
a phone call broke this peaceful atmosphere. Grandpa had a car accident.
B” 

My mom had me stay at home to contact my sister and father. She rushed to the hospital. At that moment, I tried 
to calm myself by praying that grandpa would be alright. However, my prayers became nothing when my mom 
called us after 40 minutes. Grandpa died. He was sent back to his house when we arrived. The police told us grand-
pa was far gone by the time the ambulance arrived. It was hard to accept that the one you just saw yesterday was 
now lying there lifelessly with several wounds.

         he traditional funeral ceremony usually takes about 7 days. It might have been the toughest 7 days ever in  
  my life. Seeing grandma, my mom and all my family members get trapped in the whirl of grief, I couldn’t 
do anything but remain silent. I felt hurt when my grandma called my grandpa’s nickname for the last time with a 
heart-breaking voice and tears. After the funeral, those old memories with grandpa kept flashing through my mind. 
 
 Before that day, I went back to my grandparents’ house. Grandpa was having his lunch on the couch. He asked 
me softly if I wanted some noodles. We hadn’t seen each other for almost 3 months. However, sitting together in 
the living room enjoying the wonderful moment of talking to him was good enough. Grandpa encouraged me to be 
more outgoing rather than being shy and quiet as before. I smiled, grandpa smiled back at me. Yet, this was the last 
conversation with my grandpa. I believe that he is in a better place now with no more pain and suffering. I’m glad 
that at least I saw grandpa’s sweet smile that day. I’ll always remember his strong back with warm hands which 
held my sister’s and mine, and the astonishing sunset behind us at the beach in childhood. 

  ife and death are unpredictable. Sometimes people may leave you halfway through your life journey. All   
  we can do is to cherish every moment with those we love at every stage. When the time comes, saying 
goodbye with blessings for those we love will be in your heart forever.
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Warm Giving

  hat day was freezing cold but my heart was so warm as if it had melted  
  in a cup of hot chocolate. This was what happened: the temperature   
  dropped below 10 degrees Celsius. The wind was so cold that when it hit 
our faces, we could feel the pain just like an ice-cube was put on our body for a 
long period of time. Standing at the square in front of the train station, nothing 
could stop me from trembling even though I wore two long sleeved shirts, a heavy 
jacket, and a pair of jeans. I tried to jump a bit and blow hot air in my palms bit it 
just wouldn’t work. Just as I decided to find an indoor coffee shop to save myself 
from this hazardous weather, something caught my eye. There, sitting on the dusty 
corner, was a lady probably in her early 60s. Her clothes were all ragged with holes 
all over her shirt and pants. She wore no gloves and no shoes to protect her from 
the harsh weather. I assumed that she had been there for quite a while because 
stacks of paper boxes were stacked like a mountain next to her. She held a board 
with some scribbles on it. I couldn’t read the words because they were too messy 
but I guess they had something to do with giving aid or providing food to the poor. 
Without hesitating, I decided to give this elderly lady a hand. A cup of hot choco-
late milk and a sandwich would be nice, and these were what I bought for her. 
Though she didn’t look at me when I handed her the supper, I could feel the happi-
ness in her, and inside me, I felt as happy as a clam. 
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What do I Expect to Do 
After College Life

  eing a college student is a gate of  
  freedom. We studied hard in our  
  senior high school to get good 
grades and then enter an ideal university. 
After becoming free from the exhausting 
period of taking exams, we found that 
college is a wonderful place to make 
friends from all around Taiwan along with 
international friends. In addition, we can 
join the fantastic clubs, and play all day 
without the control of school or parents. To 
sum up, college to me is a place just like a 
bird without a cage. At least I thought it 
WAS until I stepped into the school for the 
first time.

B

  egardless of so many wonderful  
  expectations I had before enter 
  ing college, the real challenge 
was still ahead. Though we have much 
more freedom, making use of our time 
plays a crucial role. Here is an example of 
how I did not make good use of time. 
When there is homework or tests, I always 
put them off to the day before the deadline. 
This is a very bad habit because I forgot all 
the points that teacher taught after the 
classes and tests instead of absorbing the 
knowledge. In college, friendship is anoth-
er important key. Due to the arrangement 
of the class, we have less time to get 
together with each other. I think it is really 
hard to have a true friend who can share 
the things in daily college life.
 

R   ou can say that after entering college, my life started to   
  degenerate day by day. This is just another form of wasting   
  time. What can I do after graduating? This is the question I 
have been thinking about these days. Should I keep on studying for a 
master’s degree or should I find a job? These frustrating problems 
attack me like mini soldiers intruding my brain. Nevertheless, after all 
this thinking, being a teacher is one of the prior choices for me. I like 
little children and I enjoy playing with them. Hearing their laughter is 
like the prettiest melody to me. I love standing in front of the black 
board teaching what I know to my students. I will fill a kind of satisfac-
tion when I see my students’ improvement. 
  owever, being a teacher is not as cool as I thought in my   
  childhood. I need to prepare the class before teaching the   
  students. So I need to take some time to practice my teaching 
from the school work. I also need to take the teaching classes in order 
to get the qualification to be an intern teacher at elementary schools. 
Education is an opportunity for people in poverty to change their lives. 
I think it is a great job to help people with my own knowledge. We 
always say that others can take away all your stuff but not the knowl-
edge. So, I made up my mind to be a teacher in the future in order to 
help others gain more knowledge.
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Be Wiser and go Shopping 
in a Tangible Store

 ou sit in front of the computer, making a  

  few clicks, and then the merchandise you  

  ordered arrives at your house the following 

day. Shopping online has gradually become a trend 

during the past few years. Thanks to the development 

of the network market, people are able to buy what-

ever they want from the Internet. It is so simple and 

timesaving; what’s more, you do not even need to 

leave your home. However, I prefer shopping in a 

real store.

  hopping in a real store enables me to mea 

  sure the actual quality before buying   

  things. It is important for me to know that 

the goods I want to buy are flawless. A real store 

usually displays many other similar products for the 

customers to choose. If I find out there is any prob-

lem with the stuff I am going to purchase, I can 

always exchange them easily. 

  ot only does shopping in a real store allow  

  me to make sure the goods are top quality  

  but it also provides a safer environment. I 

can take the item in one hand, and pay for it in the 

other one. I feel more at ease when I can pay for a 

tangible product instead of viewing the pictures of it 

through the Internet.

  ompared with the idea of shopping online,  

  I would rather shop in a real store. On one  

  hand, I do not have to worry whether the 

color or size of the product is exactly the same as it 

is shown online. It is easy and effective to tell if the 

item suits me at one glance. Then, on the other hand, 

I do not have to worry that the product will not be 

sent after I pay for it on the Internet.

  he expansion of the network market   

  makes shopping online a new trend.   

  Orders are made easily with a few clicks 

on the mouse though the Internet. It is so convenient 

and simple that people do not need to go outside. 

Still, shopping in a real store appears to be a better 

choice for me.
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The Most Attractive Country to Me

  ave you ever been attracted to a country? How  
  does it appeal to you when you travel around in  
  that country? Each country has its own unique 
background, and they all have their special lifestyles; 
however, there is a country which I am eager to know 
more about and try to learn their language, that is, Korea.

  raveling to Korea is my dream for three main  
  reasons. The first reason is the culture because  
  if I want to know more about a country, I first 
need to understand their culture. I often watch Korean 
dramas to learn their culture, such as manners, special 
diet, and traditional clothing. I think that the manners are 
the most interesting because they have many complicated 
but admirable manners in their daily life, making me 
eager to learn more. For example, when younger people 
are walking and encounter elders, in order to show respect 
they will bow, greet, stand aside, and give them priority. 
Their manners are respectful and I’d like to learn from 
them. If I could travel to Korea, I could experience their 
cultural manners turn them into my habit. 
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  he second reason is Korean food because I like  
  to try different food from other countries. I have  
  seen many kinds of Korean food books in the 
bookstore and the library. The most famous is the spicy 
rice cake, and I really want to try it. Even though there are 
many Korean restaurants in Taiwan, the flavor isn’t the 
same as that of the original Korean food; therefore, I want 
to travel to Korea and enjoy the native food. Though I am 
told that Korean food is spicy, I still want to try because I 
am a person who really likes to eat spicy food. 

  he most important reason of all is that there are  
  many singers who I want to meet. Since I was in  
  the senior high, I have been following K-pop 
music for four years. I always pay close attention to the 
news about my favorite idols and search for their sched-
ules and concerts. Every time I see them on TV, I will 
scream and become crazy. I even hope that I can go to their 
concerts and give them support. I have dreamed to see 
them face to face for four years and I want to show them 
how much I love them. Meeting my favorite singers is my 
biggest motive to travel to Korea.

  hese are the main reasons why Korea is appeal 
  ing to me. If you are also attracted to Korea, we  
  could have a plan and travel to there together.
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Social Life is More Important
 than Academics for University Students

  ociety, consists of complex human relation 
  ships, and is worth exploring patiently to  
  find the key; however, the key will only be 
found when individuals bond with one another rather 
than endlessly absorbing oneself in textbooks. With 
regard to university students who are constantly facing 
demanding coursework and gearing up for the fickle 
society, they ought to implement themselves with a 
variety of social activities in order to harmoniously 
blend in the society and enjoy a more bountiful life. As 
Danny Kaye, an actor, singer, and comedian, states that 
“Life is a great big canvas, and you should throw all 
the paint on it you can.” Thus, university students can 
release stress, expose themselves to diversity, and 
build intact networks by riveting more attention on 
social life than an academic career that leads to a more 
successful life.

  o begin with, stress takes an enormous toll  
  on university student’ physical health and  
  academic success, respectively, since a 
university is a place of ongoing evaluation and change. 
For instance, a single minded pursuit of an intellectual 
may impede work effectiveness and bring about poor 
academic performances; meanwhile, active interper-
sonal developments allow university students to reach 
out to others, which would build self-confidence that 
ease the level of stress throughout their university 
lives. Consequently, it is of paramount importance that 
de-stressing actions, such as joining sports teams or 
enrolling in yoga classes be taken. Such collaborative 
activities, involving socializing that can release stress 
play an indispensable and irreplaceable role in having 
a plentiful university experience.
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  ext, there is no doubt that a university is a place  
  where students engage in advanced studies and  
  focus on academic research projects; however, 
it also serves as a platform, providing people with diverse 
backgrounds to connect with each other. Having an active 
social life enables university students to expose them-
selves to an assortment of extracurricular activities, 
which in one way or another forms well-rounded person-
alities and self-confidence. These are beneficial for 
students to cope with forthcoming challenges. As Kather-
ine W. Phillips states, “Being around people who are 
different from us makes us more creative, more diligent 
and hard-working.”

  astly, friends in university soon become acces 
  sible support when entering the workforce;   
  therefore, keeping many social relationships 
can be conducive for students to create a stable network-
ing system. Admittedly, an academic qualification does 
play a pivotal role in pursuing professional occupations; it 
is merely an entrance ticket not a guarantee of successful 
careers. In reality, an employer would hire a person with 
structured social connection not an intellectual caveman.

  n conclusion, according to the abovementioned,  
  socializing can release stress, expose students  
  to diversity, and build intact networking, which 
are the keys to a promising future; therefore, social life is 
more vital than academics for university students.
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Things I learn 
from doing volunteer work

R   ecently, doing volunteer work has been a pretty popu 

  lar campaign for people around the world, especially 

for youngsters. The advantages of being a volunteer could not 

only help other people, but also increase individual experiences. 

When it comes to doing volunteer work, I have three special 

experiences to share. To start with, I once collected receipts and 

donations on the streets. It was a tough mission because I had to 

stand all day long. Even though it was a tiring job for me to 

fulfill, when I saw those boxes of contributions filled with dona-

tions, all of the hard work felt extremely worthwhile. 

  econdly, my high school classmates and I used to   

  accompany elders, chat with them, or assist them in 

doing some chores. It sounds very common, but these activities 

are what the elders want others to do for them the most, especial-

ly for those who live alone. What’s more, my grandfather just 

passed away two years ago; therefore, having the opportunity to 

spend time with those in need was really precious for me. Last 

but not least, in the last year of high school, my friends and I 

decided to be volunteers in a hospital. During that period, I had 

to wear a smile on my face, and keep saying, “Thank you’’ all 

the time. It was an exhausting job and at first I thought I could 

not accomplish it. However, to my surprise, almost 90 percent of 

the people there said, ’’Thank you’’ with a bigger smile to me in 

return. Were it not for these three special experiences, I could 

not realize that, “The more you give, the more you will receive.’’ 

Helping other people is equal to helping ourselves. It is not as 

difficult as we thought initially. As long as we are willing to give 

others a hand, we will realize that the joy given by others is more 

than we could imagine.
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