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1.  Batter My Heart, Three-Person'd God 

    By John Donne 

Batter my heart, three-person'd God; for you 

As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend; 

That I may rise, and stand, o'erthrow me and bend 

Your force, to break, blow, burn and make me new. 

I, like an usurpt town, to another due, 

Labour to admit you, but Oh, to no end, 

Reason your viceroy in me, me should defend, 

But is captiv'd, and proves weak or untrue. 

Yet dearly I love you, and would be loved fain, 

But am betroth'd unto your enemy: 

Divorce me, untie, or break that knot again, 

Take me to you, imprison me, for I 

Except you enthrall me, never shall be free, 

Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me. 
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2.  Thou Hast Made Me, and Shall Thy Work Decay? 

    By John Donne 

Thou hast made me, and shall thy work decay? 

Repair me now, for now mine end doth haste, 

I run to death, and death meets me as fast, 

And all my pleasures are like yesterday; 

I dare not move my dim eyes any way, 

Despair behind, and death before doth cast 

Such terror, and my feeble flesh doth waste 

By sin in it, which it t'wards hell doth weigh; 

Only thou art above, and when towards thee 

By thy leave I can look, I rise again; 

But our old subtle foe so tempteth me, 

That not one hour my self I can sustain; 

Thy Grace may wing me to prevent his art, 

And thou like Adamant draw mine iron heart. 
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3.  Death Be Not Proud 

    By John Donne 

Death be not proud, though some have called thee 

Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so, 

For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow, 

Die not, poor death, nor yet canst thou kill me. 

From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be, 

Much pleasure, then from thee, much more must flow, 

And soonest our best men with thee do go, 

Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery. 

Thou art slave to Fate, Chance, kings, and desperate men, 

And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell, 

And poppy, or charms can make us sleep as well, 

And better than thy stroke; why swell'st thou then? 

One short sleep past, we wake eternally, 

And death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die. 
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4.  I am a little world made cunningly 

    By John Donne  

I am a little world made cunningly 

Of elements and an angelic sprite, 

But black sin hath betray'd to endless night 

My world's both parts, and oh both parts must die. 

You which beyond that heaven which was most high 

Have found new spheres, and of new lands can write, 

Pour new seas in mine eyes, that so I might 

Drown my world with my weeping earnestly, 

Or wash it, if it must be drown'd no more. 

But oh it must be burnt; alas the fire 

Of lust and envy have burnt it heretofore, 

And made it fouler; let their flames retire, 

And burn me O Lord, with a fiery zeal 

Of thee and thy house, which doth in eating heal. 
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5.  Devouring Time, Blunt Thou The Lion’s Paw 

    By William Shakespeare 

Devouring Time, blunt thou the lion’s paws, 

And make the earth devour her own sweet brood; 

Pluck the keen teeth from the fierce tiger’s jaws, 

And burn the long-liv’d phoenix, in her blood; 

Make glad and sorry seasons as thou fleet’st, 

And do whate’er thou wilt, swift-footed Time, 

To the wide world and all her fading sweets; 

But I forbid thee one most heinous crime: 

O! carve not with thy hours my love’s fair brow, 

Nor draw no lines there with thine antique pen; 

Him in thy course untainted do allow 

For beauty’s pattern to succeeding men. 

Yet, do thy worst old Time: despite thy wrong, 

My love shall in my verse ever live young. 

  

https://nosweatshakespeare.com/sonnets/19/
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6.  O! Not Marble, Nor The Gilded Monuments 

    By William Shakespeare 

O! Not marble, nor the gilded monuments 

Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme; 

But you shall shine more bright in these contents 

Than unswept stone, besmear’d with sluttish time. 

When wasteful war shall statues overturn, 

And broils root out the work of masonry, 

Nor Mars his sword, nor war’s quick fire shall burn 

The living record of your memory. 

‘Gainst death, and all oblivious enmity 

Shall you pace forth; your praise shall still find room 

Even in the eyes of all posterity 

That wear this world out to the ending doom. 

So, till the judgment that yourself arise, 

You live in this, and dwell in lovers’ eyes. 

 

  

https://nosweatshakespeare.com/sonnets/55/
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7.  Let Me Not to The Marriage of True Minds 

    By William Shakespeare 

Let me not to the marriage of true minds 

Admit impediments. Love is not love 

Which alters when it alteration finds, 

Or bends with the remover to remove: 

O, no! it is an ever-fixed mark, 

That looks on tempests and is never shaken; 

It is the star to every wandering bark, 

Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken. 

Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and cheeks 

Within his bending sickle’s compass come; 

Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks, 

But bears it out even to the edge of doom. 

If this be error and upon me proved, 

I never writ, nor no man ever loved. 

 

  

https://nosweatshakespeare.com/sonnets/116/
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8.  My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun 

    By William Shakespeare 

My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun; 

Coral is far more red than her lips' red; 

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 

If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head. 

I have seen roses damasked, red and white, 

But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 

And in some perfumes is there more delight 

Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks. 

I love to hear her speak, yet well I know 

That music hath a far more pleasing sound; 

I grant I never saw a goddess go; 

My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground. 

And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare 

As any she belied with false compare. 
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9.  Loving in truth, and fain in verse my love to show 

    By Sir Philip Sidney 

Loving in truth, and fain in verse my love to show, 

That she, dear she, might take some pleasure of my pain,— 

Pleasure might cause her read, reading might make her know, 

Knowledge might pity win, and pity grace obtain,— 

I sought fit words to paint the blackest face of woe; 

Studying inventions fine her wits to entertain, 

Oft turning others' leaves, to see if thence would flow 

Some fresh and fruitful showers upon my sunburn'd brain. 

But words came halting forth, wanting invention's stay; 

Invention, Nature's child, fled step-dame Study's blows; 

And others' feet still seem'd but strangers in my way. 

Thus great with child to speak and helpless in my throes, 

Biting my truant pen, beating myself for spite, 

"Fool," said my Muse to me, "look in thy heart, and write." 

 

 


